ABAC’s 1998 Recommendations and APEC Actions

Early Voluntary Sectoral Liberalization



	ABAC RECOMMENDATION
	WHAT APEC HAS ALREADY DONE
	WHAT APEC PLANS TO DO

	ABAC supports conclusion of an EVSL package that is:
Inclusive – all 15 sectors should move forward as a group;  

Comprehensive – as many products as possible should be included in each sector; and 

Credible – all member economies should endorse the trade liberalization work plans for each sector; flexibility should be in the form of staging of tariff cuts, not opting out of sectors or product coverage. 
	16 economies participated in the EVSL process and agreed on a framework for addressing tariffs (end-rates, end-dates, product coverage and flexibility provisions), facilitation and ecotech. Ministers agreed to begin implementation of facilitation, ecotech and other initiatives according to the agreed schedule in the initial 9 sectors. They also agreed to improve and build on this progress by trying to conclude a broader agreement in the WTO on the tariff elements, where informal consultations have begun, in 1999.  

Work programs have been put in place to implement the non-tariff measures, facilitation and ecotech elements of the first nine sectors. Economies have begun identifying NTMs as a basis for further action to reduce or remove them.  

APEC Telecommunications Ministers finalized agreement in one other sector, on an MRA for telecommunications equipment, in June 1998. Eight economies are beginning implementation in 1999. An implementation project is now underway with TILF funding. 
	Tariff elements in six other sectors referred to WTO by APEC Trade Ministers in June. Non-tariff facilitation and ecotech programmes to be developed. 


