ABAC’s 1998 Recommendations and APEC Actions

APEC Food System



	ABAC RECOMMENDATION
	WHAT APEC HAS ALREADY DONE
	WHAT APEC PLANS TO DO

	APEC should build an APEC Food System, a long-term project to achieve a more robust regional food system that efficiently links together food producers, processors and consumers and more securely meets the region’s future food needs. The work program should involve close public-private collaboration and parallel cooperative action in three areas:
	An ad hoc Task Force established by SOM has prepared the first draft of a study on the food system that will take up all major issues raised by ABAC. It discussed the report at the Task Force’s first meeting in May in Christchurch, which an ABAC representative attended. 
	The Task Force aims to finalize the study and recommendations to SOM for responding to the ABAC proposals by August. 

 


a. Rural Infrastructure Development

	ABAC RECOMMENDATION
	WHAT APEC HAS ALREADY DONE
	WHAT APEC PLANS TO DO

	Improve the availability of rural education.  

Promote increased investment in physical rural infra-structure, through  

(i) ensuring sound macroeconomic and domestic regulatory environments and  

(ii) development of funding mechanisms to facilitate and reduce the cost of private sector investment in infrastructure. 
	  
	


b. Promotion of Trade in Food Products

	ABAC RECOMMENDATION
	WHAT APEC HAS ALREADY DONE
	WHAT APEC PLANS TO DO

	Reduce the cost of trade in food products through trade facilitation measures.  

Provide technical assistance to upgrade SPS procedures where these inhibit food exports.  

Cooperate on harmonization/equivalency of regulation and control systems on consumer requirements.  

Progressively eliminate, ahead of Bogor targets, unnecessary impediments to food trade, including tariffs, WTO-inconsistent NTMs, and export subsidies.  

Pursue cooperation to assure nondiscriminatory access to food products. 
	
	


c. Dissemination of Technological Advances in Food Production and Processing

	ABAC RECOMMENDATION
	WHAT APEC HAS ALREADY DONE
	WHAT APEC PLANS TO DO

	Promote regional food technology transfer  

Harmonize food safety-related regulations as they apply to technology. 
Conduct research, development and marketing of food-related technology. 
Ensure dissemination of new technologies is consistent with market principles and intellectual property rights. 
Distribute information on environmentally sound food production and processing techniques.
	The "APEC Post Harvest Network project" has established a website at here to provide a comprehensive listing of all post harvest related products and services, people and organisations, and research activities and facilities worldwide. The site is at an early stage of development.  

HRD WG is implementing the Human Resources Management for Cleaner Production project that focuses on the food industry.
	IST WG will conduct a feasibility study for developing a post-harvest network in the APEC region aimed at reducing grain, fruit and vegetable losses and increasing trade through use of appropriate technologies.


