
APEC Business Advisory Council

The Hon. John Howard MP
Prime Minister of Australia
Chair, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Australia

Dear Prime Minister Howard:

Business in the Asia Pacific is benefiting from robust economic growth in the region; however APEC 
economies cannot afford to become complacent. We request that APEC Leaders continue to strive 
for improved international competitiveness by adopting further measures to liberalise trade and 
eliminate investment barriers. Failure to address these issues will adversely affect sustainable growth 
and prosperity in the region.

Climate change is a fundamental issue for the APEC region, as part of the global concern over the 
potential impact of climate change on our communities and businesses.  ABAC welcomes the initiative 
of the 2007 APEC Chair to put clean development and climate change at the forefront of the APEC 
Leaders Meeting in Sydney in September. 

Business recognises its key role in efforts to address the challenges posed by climate change, particularly 
through innovation, research and development and the application of more energy efficient business 
practices. To facilitate progress on climate change and energy security, APEC Leaders should aim to set 
transparent and consistent policy frameworks, particularly in relation to government incentives, during 
their deliberation on climate change and energy security. This will give business the certainty necessary 
to encourage investment in low emissions and energy efficient technology.  

ABAC believes energy security and climate change are inextricably linked.  APEC’s priorities should 
include adopting measures to improve energy efficiency; establishing of reliable supplies of conventional 
energy resources; developing a diversified energy portfolio; easing regulatory impediments; and setting 
goals and formulating individual voluntary action plans for energy efficiency and conservation. These 
should also include providing technological assistance to developing economies.

ABAC continues to be frustrated with the inability of members of the WTO to secure a practical 
outcome from the Doha trade negotiations.  ABAC has regularly demonstrated its support for a 
successful outcome; however the recent developments indicate that Doha negotiations have once 
again surrendered to hibernation. Alternative ideas to drive market liberalisation in the region are 
required.  

ABAC members reiterate their belief that options for the future, such as a Free Trade Area of the 
Asia Pacific (FTAAP), would offer opportunities to advance the trade and investment liberalisation 
and facilitation agenda envisaged in the Bogor Goals. An FTAAP could serve both the objectives 
of addressing the proliferation of free trade agreements (FTAs) in the Asia Pacific region as well as 
promoting a higher level of convergence and consolidation of FTAs in a comprehensive and WTO-plus 
manner. In this context, ABAC looks forward to the Report of APEC Senior Officials to Leaders on 
regional economic integration, acknowledging the trans-Pacific nature of APEC.

In pursuit of these objectives, a priority for ABAC will be steps to enhance the convergence of regional 
trade agreements in Asia Pacific.  ABAC calls for increased effort by APEC to develop business-oriented 
model measures chapters for any new regional trade agreements and to encourage compliance by 
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economies currently negotiating or intending to negotiate RTA/FTAs. Within this effort, conditions to 
improve services trade within APEC are particularly important.

Reductions in tariffs and improvements in market access are important to business, but the emergence 
of global production networks and the increasing integration of regional markets highlights the 
importance of addressing ‘behind the border’ issues. Whether related to economic structural 
reform or market barriers, these issues impact significantly on costs, risks and competitiveness of 
doing business in the region, and inhibit efforts to achieve genuine regional market integration.

During 2007, ABAC has given priority to issues surrounding the promotion of investment, as a key 
factor underpinning regional economic growth. ABAC welcomes steps by APEC to complement its 
trade facilitation work program with a targeted action plan to foster greater investment liberalisation 
and facilitation, including work with the OECD and its Policy Framework for Investment and utilisation 
of intensive public-private dialogues. 

Facilitating the movement of goods within APEC is of paramount importance to ABAC and the 
regional business community. We urge accelerated work on the development of an APEC ‘Single 
Window’, allowing for the single submission of all documentation associated with importing, exporting 
and transit-related regulatory requirements.  In addition, ABAC urges APEC economies to engage 
with the private sector in the development of trade security initiatives to promote efficient security 
regimes for the movement of goods in the region.

To support business mobility, ABAC urges the continued expansion of the APEC Business Travel 
Card (ABTC). ABAC is encouraged by the steps taken during 2007 by the United States and Mexico 
to participate in the travel scheme, in particular their recognition of the ABTC at all major airports.  
We urge both economies, along with Canada and Russia to work towards full membership in the 
ABTC and encourage all participating economies to facilitate the transition program as soon as is 
practicable. 

Mobility of labour is emerging as a significant issue with implications for business.  Recent 
demographic studies signal increasing vulnerability of business across the region to a tightening of 
labour supply and changes in market demands. ABAC is developing a work program to assess the 
economic implications of this issue, including consideration of the development and adoption of 
standards or good practices on labour mobility. Recommendations arising from the work program will 
be presented to Leaders in 2008. 

ABAC has consistently campaigned for undertakings to achieve harmonisation of standards as a 
means of facilitating trade agreements.  Efforts by ABAC have now secured wide support from regional 
standards bodies to work towards this goal as well as recognition that capacity building support on 
standards is required in APEC economies.  Recently ABAC has initiated work for the development of 
a unique and APEC-wide project to provide a framework for standards on management of critical 
infrastructure in emergencies. 

Protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) remains a priority for ABAC in 2007. Strong IPR is 
needed to foster innovation and attract investment in APEC economies.  ABAC has identified public 
awareness as a major focus and is sponsoring a publication and workshop to highlight best practices 
in educating the public on the benefits of robust IPR protection. ABAC also recommends work be 
undertaken by APEC to standardise the patent application formats in the region.
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Small and Medium Enterprises are a key part of ABAC’s agenda. Through ABAC participation in 
the SME Ministerial process, as well as the ABAC SME Summit in Melbourne in August 2007, efforts 
are being made to identify ways of enhancing the competitiveness of small businesses throughout 
the region. ABAC is working on best practice exchanges between APEC economies to support 
SME participation in global value chains to promote SME growth, create employment, and build an 
integrated APEC business community. 

ABAC has agreed on a multi-year strategic framework aimed at wealth creation and market stability in 
the region by strengthening and deepening financial markets. Enhancing the investment environment, 
capacity building, structural reform and appropriate regulation will all play critical enabling roles to 
meet these objectives. Developed markets will enhance social security and retirement income safety, 
increase the range of policy choices for governments, and lead the private sector to invest, compete, 
innovate, and improve efficiency.

ABAC tabled recommendations to counter corruption in 2004 and welcomes APEC’s commitment 
to a voluntary Code of Conduct.  ABAC is committed to support further work with APEC against 
corruption in the region.
 
The United Nations Systems Coordinator for Influenza has stated that there is a high probability 
of a disease pandemic occurring within the region in coming years. ABAC reiterates the critical 
requirement of adequate emergency preparation by business and supports APEC’s work on public 
health concerns and development of life sciences sector, as it bolsters the region’s ability to respond 
to pandemic events. 

ABAC believes APEC’s ability to deliver robust outcomes for the region, such as sustainable growth, 
integrated markets and increased opportunities in all economies will be improved through capacity 
building within APEC. ABAC strongly endorses proposals for reform within APEC, with the aim of 
strengthening its resource-base and giving it policy research capabilities.  

Finally, interaction between APEC and ABAC continues to deliver important outcomes for businesses 
in the region.  ABAC will continue to deepen this productive relationship as part of its efforts to deliver 
outcomes which add value for business and the broader APEC community.

Yours sincerely,



4

List of Members 

AUSTRALIA

Mr. Peter Charlton
Chairman
First Charlton Communications

Mr. Michael Crouch
Executive Chairman
Zip Industries (Aust) Pty. Ltd.

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Mr. Stephen Ong 
Managing Director
Teck Guan Holdings Pte. Ltd..

Ms. Fauziah DSP Hj Talib 
Managing Partner 
IQ-Quest Company

Hj Salleh-Bostaman B H Zainal-Abidin 
Asset Director
Brunei Shell Petroleum Co. Sdn. Bhd.

CANADA

Mr. Nguyen Huu Trung 
Senior Vice President
Finances, Strategic Alliances & International  
Caisse Centrale Desjardins

CHILE

Mr. Jose Pablo Arellano
President & CEO
Chilean Copper Corporation (CODELCO)

Mr. Andrónico Luksic Craig 
Vice Chairman
Banco de Chile

Mr. Hernán Somerville 
President
Chilean Association of Banks & Financial 
Institutions

CHINA

Mr. Ma Yun
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer
Alibaba Group

Ms. Wang Lili 
Executive Vice President & Board Member 
Industrial & Commercial Bank of China

Mr. Zhang Lijun
Chairman
VODone Group Limited

HONG KONG, CHINA

Dr. Raymond Ch’ien Kuo-fung 
Chairman 
CDC Corporation
MTR Corporation Limited

Mr. Anthony J L Nightingale
Managing Director
Jardine Matheson Ltd.

Mr. Chee Chen Tung 
Chairman & CEO 
Orient Overseas (Int’l) Ltd.

INDONESIA

Mr. Noke Kiroyan
Managing Partner & President Director
Kiroyan Kuhon Partners
PT. Komunikasi KinerjaKomunikasi Kinerja

Mr. John Prasetio
Chairman
CBA Asia

Mr. Arwin Rasyid
CEO
P.T. ARASCO
 

JAPAN

Mr. Yoshio Ishizaka
Senior Advisor
Toyota Motor Corporation

Mr. Yasuo Kanzaki
Special Advisor 
Nikko Citigroup Ltd.

Mr. Yukio Shohtoku
Corporate Associate
Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.

KOREA

Mr. Jae-Hyun Hyun
Chairman
Tong Yang Group

Mr. Younghoon David Kim
Chairman & CEO
Daesung Group

Mr. Jay Yoon
Chief Executive Officer
Sundosoft, Inc.

MALAYSIA

Tan Sri Dato’ Azman Hashim
Chairman
AmBank Group

Tan Sri Dato’ Ir. Md Radzi Mansor
Chairman
Telekom Malaysia Berhad

Dato’ Dr. Tan Tat Wai
Chief Executive Officer
Southern Steel Group

MEXICO

Mr. Ricardo Charvel
Vice President
CEMEX Group

Mr. Julio Millán 
Chairman & CEO& CEO CEO
Coraza Corporación Azteca S.A. de C.V.

Mr. Juan Sanchez-Navarro
Executive Director
Modelo Group, S.A. de C.V.

NEW ZEALAND

Mr. Philip Lewin
Chief Executive Officer
Positively Wellington Business

Mr. Anthony John Nowell
Chief Executive
Zespri International Ltd.

Ms. Wendy Pye
Managing Director
Wendy Pye Group
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Mr. Wayne Kenneth Golding
President
Manufacturers’ Council of Papua 
New Guinea

Mr. Matthew Tjoeng
Managing Director 
Shine Way Development Ltd.

PERU

Mr. Enrique M. Gubbins
Executive Director 
Sudamericana de Fibras S.A.

Mr. Eduardo Hochschild 
Executive Chairman
Hochschild Mining Plc

PHILIPPINES

Ms. Doris Teresa Magsaysay-Ho
President & CEO
Magsaysay Group of Companies

Mr. Roberto R. Romulo
Chairman
Philam Insurance Inc.

Mr. Arthur Ty
President
Metropolitan Bank & Trust Company

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Mr. Oleg V. Deripaska
Chairman of the Supervisory Board
Basic Elements

Mr. Andrey L. Kostin
Chairman & CEO
JSC VTB Bank (Vneshtorgbank)

Mr. Alexander I. Medvedev
Deputy Chairman
OAO Gazprom

SINGAPORE

Ms. Chong Siak Ching 
President & CEO
Ascendas Pte. Ltd.

Mr. Ng Ser Miang
Chairman
TIBS International Pte. Ltd.

Mr. Teng Theng Dar
Chief Executive Officer
Intraco Limited

CHINESE TAIPEI

Mr. Theodore Huang
Chairman
Chinese National Association of Industry 
& Commerce 

Mr. Henry C.S. Kao
Vice Chairman
I-Mei Foods Co., Ltd.

Dr. Jeffrey L.S. Koo
Chairman & CEO 
Chinatrust Financial Holding Company Ltd.

THAILAND

Dr. Savaraj Sachchamarga 
Chairman & CEO
Noodle Ratchada Co., Ltd.

Mr. Vichit Tantianunanont 
Member of the Board
The Federation of Thai Industries

Dr. Twatchai Yongkittikul
Secretary-General
Thai Bankers’ Association

USA

Mr. Michael L. Ducker 
President, International
FedEx Express

Mr. Spencer Kim
Chairman
CBOL Corporation

Mr. Michael Phillips
Chairman
Russell Investment Group

VIETNAM

Mr. Nguyen Thanh Hung
Chairman
SOVICO Group

Mr. Tam Dang Thanh
Chairman
Saigon Invest Group


